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Self-Check Test 1
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Uh hello, / my name is Mark Cavasos, / I'm 26 and I’ve been
living in Tokyo, Japan / for about two years now. / I came to Japan
because when I was a little boy I was really interested in Japanese
culture. / When I was a child, / I used to watch Japanese cartoons,
or anime, / including Dragon Ball and Gundam. / Also, I’'m from
Texas, / and when I was in high school, / in Texas sushi became
very very popular. /

When I became a university student, / I decided to study
Japanese. / After I studied Japanese, / I really wanted to visit
Japan, / so I came to Japan, / and, well, now / I'm living here. /
But sometimes I really miss my hometown. / My father is from
Spain actually, / and my mother / is from Mexico, / so I really
like both Spanish and Mexican food. / But / I can’t speak Spanish
myself. / I prefer Japanese.
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So for my birthday, / my husband surprised me with / a
birthday present / and the birthday present was / a website that he
had set up / for me, / um, dedicated to cooking / because he knows
how much / I like to cook, / and how much I enjoy food, and just
/ talking about food, reading about food, eating food, making
food. / So, / he’s very good / at the computer and so he set up a
blog / for me, / and he named it “Jan Can Cook.” / I would not
have named it that if it was up to me, / and it was / um, based on
/ cooking show that I used to watch with my father / um, called,
“Yan Can Cook.” /

And because my name is Jan, J-A-N, / and because my
husband’s background is Norwegian, / the name “Jan” can be
pronounced “Yan,”/ and so it was a play on- / on “Jan Can Cook”
“Yan Can Cook.”
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